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From  Wing -Kun Tam,    

International President  

Dear Lion,  
  

First of all, in this 
season of belief, 
let me offer best 
wishes to all my 
fellow Lions, their 
l o v e d  o n e s , 
f r i e n d s  a n d 
families. We have 
come a long way 
in five months. My belief in the power of what 
every Lion can do to change the world is as 

strong as ever. 

  

The early success of our campaign to plant 1 
million trees makes me both proud and so 
humble. Whether it's planting trees in lands 
scarred by the tsunami in Japan or tornadoes in 

the United States, or planting 
trees to restore our planet's 
critical forests in Africa or 
South Asia, we have succeeded in unifying 
Lions all over the world. These acts of service 
are fun and rewarding to do. They bring clubs 
together and bring smiles to ourselves and to 
people in the communities we serve. Through 
mid-November, together we planted more than 
5.7 MILLION trees in more than 60 countries. 

Isn't that amazing? 

  

Some Lions ask me if I will set another target. I 
politely say "no" because I believe the target 
lies in each of our hearts. It is the Lions who 
determine how far we go and how many trees 
we plant. Every tree counts, even if you can 

plant only one. Every member matters, too. 

  

Planting trees is certainly good for the 
environment. But to me, it's also a strong 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Downtown Amarillo Lions Of District 2 -T1  

Fill Tables for Thanksgiving  

November 28, 2011 

by lionsclubsorg  

 

This time of year, many of 

our clubs provide food to 

those in need and partici-

pate in our Relieving the 

Hunger Global Service Ac-

tion Campaign. We found 

this weekõs photo of the 

Downtown Amarillo Lions 

Club at the Amarillo Globe

-News.  

 

The club donated almost 

300 turkeys to the High 

Plains Food Bank after a 

Lion read about a shortage. 

It cost the Downtown 

Amarillo Lions about 

$4,000 to help the food pantry meet the need in its community this holiday season.  

symbol of our association's commitment to the 
future and a reason to invite friends, families 

and others to join us in making it happen. 

  

You see, if we as Lions can identify the right 
tree saplings, plan them in the right place, and 
take care of them - then certainly we can also 
invite a new member, give them a meaningful 
role in our club, and nurture them like we would 

a member of the family. 
  

This is why I am also proud and humbled by 
Lions' response to this year's "My Club, My 
Family" initiative. We have strong membership 
growth this year, exceeding a 16,000 net gain 
through mid-November. But inviting new 
members is easy; treating them as if they were 
family and involving them in meaningful service 

will ensure they stay. 

  

So my fellow Lions, with all we have done in five 
months, I am now happy to say that "I Believe" 
has clearly transformed into "We Believe."It's 
because of you and your belief in what we can 
do. Your belief, and more importantly, your 
actions, have given me the greatest gift of all as 

your international president. 

  

Consider this special issue a holiday gift to all 
Lions. The story's message is that Lions are 
indeed a precious gift to our communities. May 
the warm glow of family be part of your regular 
household and your Lions club as you believe in 

our great service mission. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Wing-Kun Tam 

International President 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center  

The Long and the Short of It  

Lions know how to cook. Lions know how to deliver 

food boxes or sell raffle tickets. Lions know how to put 

on a talent show, or paint someoneõs house, or build a 

park. Lions know how to organize a trip to Kerrville to 

deliver children to camp and how to collect glasses 

(etc. etc. etc.). Thatõs why we can always get a group 

of Lions together to make all of these wonderful ser-

vice and fund raising projects happen. 

 

However, although we are Knights of the Blind, most 

Lions know very little about vision and refractive op-

tometry. Thatõs one major reason why so few clubs or 

districts are willing to set up regular adult or child eye 

screenings in their Districts, or set up a sorting and 

reading (of used glasses) program, or go on a mission 

to help the Lions Clubs in developing nations set up 

eye programs. The long and the short of it is that most 

people donõt get involved in something because they 

fear the unknown. In this case, the long and the short 

of it is they donõt know the long and the short of it! 

 

Iõll explain that in just a minute. 

 

Not knowing much about how the eye works and, 

therefore, not understanding refractive optics and the 

tools/machines used by professionals to determine the 

refractive status of the eye always caused me a little 

trepidation about helping someone find a used pair of 

glasses that was near to their actual need. Thatõs why 

TLERC offers its monthly òVisual Screening 

Courseó (Starts the Thursday before the 3rd Saturday 

each month in Midland at TLERC). You need to call 

ahead to get a reservation for the class, but once you 

and a few of your fellow Lions go through this, you 

can bring a wonderful service to the poor adults in 

your community or District.  

 

The course takes you from the basic anatomy and 

physiology of the eye,  to the clinical system used to set 

up an adult eye screening, to how to use all of the 

equipment in the screening òlaneó, to finding a pair 

that most nearly fits the personõs need. The class ends 

on Saturday with a practical clinical exercise (i.e. the 

students help TLERC and the Midland area Lions 

Clubs with their monthly adult clinic on Saturday 

morning before they head back home). Once I under-

stood how the eye works and what goes wrong that 

makes things òfuzzyó, it was pretty easy for me to un-

derstand the refractive optics used in glasses. For ex-

ample, a camera and the eye are very similar. The light 

through the lens has to focus on a specific spot or the 

picture is fuzzy. With the camera when objects are to 

fuzzy, we can mechanically adjust the focal length of 

the lens so it focuses on the film. We canõt really do 

much to change the focal length in our eyes, especially 

as we get older. So if the light coming through our lens 

falls in front of the retina (called nearsightedness or 

myopia) or focuses behind the retina (called farsighted-

ness or hyperopia) things are out of focus. This may 

happen because the eyeball is too long (nearsighted) or 

too short (farsighted). So by using different shapes and 

thicknesses of lenses, a pair of glasses redirects the light 

so that it focuses further back (correcting nearsighted-

ness) or closer (correcting farsightedness). 

 

This may be oversimplified and not 100% technically 

accurate, but it sure helps me understand what I am 

trying to do when pulling glasses, or getting a reading 

on a lensometer, focometer or autorefractor. If you 

come to TLERCõs classes it will help you òto 

serveóé..and thatõs the Long and the Short of it!  

 

Tom Blase, VDG 2A1 

TLERC Promotions Director 
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To all our Second Vice District Governors  

It is never too early to establish a relationship. I have 

previously talked about the importance of keeping an 

eye out for potential zone chairpersons while you are 

still second vice district governor. Now is the time to 

start building relationships. I don't mean you should 

start canvassing Lions to be zone chairs, but you should 

invest your time in getting to know your prospects. By 

beginning now, when you come to ask them to serve, 

they will be more likely to say yes, because you have 

taken a genuine interest in learning about them first. 

  

This can be done by visiting their club and just talking 

with them, showing an interest in their interests, what 

they are doing and what their club is do-

ing. Make contact with Second Vice Presi-

dents. Talk with them about leadership. 

Find articles about being effective as a 

leader and share them, and follow up with 

a phone call. 

  

Too many people these days rely on email 

and newsletters to get a message out. Re-

member this now, and when you serve as 

district governor. A personal phone call to 

your zone chairs and club presidents will 

strengthen your relationship with them. 

They will feel part of your team - just as I 

want you to feel part of our team. 

  

Yes, it is a lot of work, but the only time 

success comes before work is in the dic-

tionary. I know you will want to look 

back on your term as governor with pride, 

knowing you did everything possible to 

make it a success. The time and effort you 

put in now will be rewarded when you 

serve as district governor, leading a well-

chosen, high performing team. 

  

As President Tam says, it's okay to plant a 

tree, but then you have to look after it. As 

second vice district governor, you can 

plant a seed now, nurture it and watch it grow. When I 

was first asked to be a zone chairperson it changed my 

life. You have the opportunity to change the life of the 

Lions in your district. 

  

Anne and I take this opportunity to wish you all a safe 

and happy holiday season, whatever your belief is. 

  

Best wishes, 

  

Barry Palmer 

Second Vice President 
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District 2 -S3 Lone Star  

Lions Eye Bank  

Outreach program  

Lone Star Lions Eye Bank recently launched an out-

reach program to provide eye donor services to the  

citizens  of the 36 Central Texas counties LSLEB 

serves (Districts 2-S3, 2-S5, and 2-X3) who currently 

go un-served. 

 

The outreach 

program, called 

the Donor Refer-

ral Partnership, 

works with those 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s 

outside of hospi-

tals who take 

care of the de-

ceased and their 

families includ-

ing justices of the 

peace, nursing 

homes, hospice 

programs, first 

responders and 

funeral directors.  

We estimate that 

a minimum of 72corneas each month go uncollected 

due to the lack of a donation program outside of hos-

pitals. These people and their families are typically 

not given the chance for organ and tissue donation 

even when they are registered donors, and as such 

Texas and the nation face a shortage of transplantable 

corneas for restoring sight. The Referral Partnership 

began July 30, 2011 with invitations issued to the Jus-

tices of the Peace and the Funeral Directors working 

in the 36 Texas Counties served by LSLEB. Since 

then, LSLEB has had numerous requests to further 

educate these professionals to provide this unique ser-

vice to their constituents. 

 

If you are interested in helping LSLEB promote this 

new program in your community, please call the Eye 

Bank at 512-457-0638.  

MD -2 Third Council of 

Governors important  

information  

Just a reminder that the 3rd Council of Governors 

Meeting will be in Kerrville, February 2-4, at the YO 

Ranch Hotel & Conference Center. The Schedule 

will be distributed next month along with the 

Agenda. The YO will be releasing the hold on a 

block of rooms on January 3, so make your 

reservation prior to that date. The YO information is 

as follows: 

 

YO Ranch Hotel & Conference Center 

2033 Sidney Baker St 

Kerrville, TX   78028 

Office- (830)257-4440 

Fax - (830)896-8189 

reservations@yoranchhotel.com 

 

Chairs, please send your reports to the State Office 

no later than Monday, January 23, so that they may 

be e-mailed to the CoG prior to the meeting and a 

copy of your report can also be placed in the folders 

for the meeting. Thank you. 

 

On November 7th 1st VDG Peg White asked me to 

contact the Committee Chairs to see if they have an 

interest to serve again in 2012-2013. Please respond 

to this e-mail by December 31 as to whether you are 

interested in continuing or if you will not be 

returning. The 2012-2013 Council will be 

interviewing at the 3rd Council of Governors 
Meeting in February for any places that will be 

vacant. As of December 5th There are a number of 

chairs that have not responded to my e-mail sent 

Although I asked to have this information by 

December 31, due to planning the Schedule, sooner 

would be better. If you have already responded, 

thank you, if not, please do so as soon as possible 

with a yes or a no. Thank you. 

 

Sandy Merritt 
State Office Administrator 

Lions Clubs International MD-2 (Texas) 

P.O. Box 294509 

Kerrville, Texas 78029 

lionsstateoffice@md2lions.org 

Office - 830-257-6557 

Fax - 830-896-5755 

mailto:lionsstateoffice@md2lions.org
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Third MD -2 Council of Governors meeting Agenda  

2011-2012 THIRD COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS MEETING  

YO RANCH RESORT HOTEL ð KERRVILLE  

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2012  

8:30 AM  

  

CALL TO ORDER  Council Chair Barron Cagle 

INVOCATION ................................ ................................ ................................ ......... DG Jimmy Richardson 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE ð U.S. Flag................................ ................................ ............ DG Art Dearing  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE ð Texas Flag ................................ ................................ .... DG John Landrum 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, APPOINTMENT OF PARLIMENTARIAN AND SGT -AT -ARMS . CC 

Barron Cagle 

STATE OFFICE REPORT  ................................ ................................ ................................ ... DG Zoie White  

TREASURERõS REPORT ................................ ................................ ..............................  DG John Landrum 

STATE CONVENTION REPORT (2012)  ................................ ................................ ........... CC Barron Cagle 

TEXAS LIONS CAMP  ................................ ................................ ................................ .Lion Stephen Mabry 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & INTERNATIONAL LIASON  .............................PID Beverly Stebbins 

PROTOCOL  ................................ ................................ ................................ ................PID Beverly Stebbins 

MD -2 GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TEAM  ................................ ................................ ....... PDG Aubrey Cherry 

MD -2 GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP TEAM  ................................ ................................ ............ PDG Hal Griffin  

USA/CANADA LIONS LEADERSHIP FORUM  ................................ ......................  PDG Charles Dentler 

CAMPUS CLUB  ................................ ................................ ................................ ............ PDG Dean Vernon  

HEARING PRESERVATION, AWARENESS & ACTION  ................ Lion Betty and PDG Harry Goetzman 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH  ................................ ................................ .....................Lion Jake Bentley  

DIABETIC AWARENESS PROGRAM  ................................ ................................ .......... Lion Mike Bradley 

PEACE POSTER CONTEST ................................ ................................ ...................... 1st VDG Peggy White 

LEO CLUBS PROGRAM/TEXAS LEO COUNCIL  ................................ ........ Lion Elizabeth Bumguardner 

YOUTH CAMPS & EXCHANGE  ................................ ................................ ....................Lion Ryan Hodge 

LIONS QUEST PROGRAM  ................................ ................................ .............................Lion Tony Austin  

LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION AMBASSADOR  ................... PCC Richard Robinson 

TEXAS LIONS FOUNDATION  ................................ ................................ ...................... PDG Gary Linker  

PAST DISTRICT GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION  ................................ ...................... PDG Marcella Henke 

LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING CENTER  ............................  PDG Ike Fitzgerald/PDG David Hoopman  

LEADER DOG  ................................ ................................ ................................ ............... Lion Sandy Griffin  

WORLD SERVICES FOR THE BLIND  ................................ ................................ ..........PDG Jim Coleman 

STATE ALERT  ................................ ................................ ................................ ........... IPDG Michael Smith 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  ................................ ................................ ................ Lion Terry Landers 

PUBLIC RELATIONS  ................................ ......................... 2nd VDG Wendy Van Winkle & Lion Jim Weed  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  ................................ ................................ ............... 2nd VDG Wendy Van Winkle  

LONG RANGE PLANNING  ................................ ................................ ..................... PDG Waldo Dalchau  
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The YO will hold a block of rooms for the 3rd Council of Governors Meeting (February 2-4) until January 3, 2012. 

Be sure to make your reservations early if you would like to stay at the meeting hotel (Y.O. Ranch Hotel, 1-877-

967-3767). 

 

Sandy Merritt, State Office Administrator 

Lions Clubs International MD-2 (Texas) 

P.O. Box 294509 Å Kerrville, Texas 78029 

lionsstateoffice@md2lions.org 

Office - 830-257-6557 Å Fax - 830-896-5755 

Third MD -2 Council of Governors meeting Agenda  

 

MD -2 CONSTITUTION/BY -LAWS & STATE POLICY MANUAL COMMITTEE:   CHAIR:  IPDG Mark 

Todd ð LEGAL ADVISOR: PDG Terrell Thompson  

  

TEXAS REGISTRATION/VOTING  TEXAS BREAKFAST/LUNCHEON  

CO-CHAIRS: DG ART DEARING AND  CO-CHAIRS:  DG DAN WARRICK  

AND DG RICK REYNOLDS                                                                  GOVERNOR HOWIE MARBACK  

DG RICK REYNOLDS  DG HOWIE MARBACH  

  

PARADE/BAND  TEXAS CAUCUS  

CO-CHAIRS:  DG RICHARD SURFACE AND  CO-CHAIRS:  DG TOM WESTERMAN 

AND  

DG LEE SIGLER  DG RANDY MORTON  

  

TEXAS LIONS HOSPITALITY  DAILY BULLETIN  

CO-CHAIRS:  DG ZOIE WHITE AND  CO-CHAIRS:  DG SAM CALDERON 

AND  

DG JOHN LANDRUM  DG AC ELLIS  

 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT/INTERNATIONAL GIFTS  TRAVEL   

CO-CHAIRS:  DG ANSE WINDHAM AND  CO-CHAIRS:  DG GARY 

COCANOUGHER   

DG ANDY RODRIGUEZ  AND DG JIMMY RICHARDSON  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

MEETING ADJOURNED  

mailto:lionsstateoffice@md2lions.org
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Schedule  

2011-2012 THIRD COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS MEETING  

YO RESORT HOTEL ð KERRVILLE  

FEBRUARY 2 -4, 2012 

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2012  

10:30 AM ð 4:30 PM Guadalupe  State Constitution/By-Laws 

2:00 PM ð 2:30 PM Live Oak Employment Oversight Committee Meeting 

2:00 PM ð 4:00 PM Spanish Oak 1st Vice District Governors Work Session 

2:30 PM ð 3:00 PM Live Oak Executive Committee Meeting  

3:00 PM ð 5:00 PM Boone/Crockett Long Range Committee Meeting 

3:30 PM ð 5:30 PM Live Oak Council of Governors Work Session 

4:00 PM ð 6:00 PM Spanish Oak 1st Vice District Governors Training Session 

4:00 PM ð 6:00 PM Cypress 2nd Vice District Governors Training Session 

8:00 PM Live Oak Pre-Council Meeting (DGs, 1st and 2nd VDGs) 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2012  

6:45 AM Spanish Oak Texas Lions Foundation Breakfast: 1st and 2nd VDGs 

7:00 AM Boone/Crockett Harry Wickersham Golf Tournament Breakfast 

8:30 AM ð NOON  Live Oak/Cypress Council of Governors Meeting 

1:00 PM ð 4:00 PM Cypress 1st Vice District Governors Work Session 

1:00 PM ð 5:00 PM Guadalupe LCIF District Coordinator Training Session 

1:00 PM ð 5:00 PM Boone/Crockett Texas Lions Foundation Trustees Meeting 

1:00 PM ð 6:00 PM Live Oak District Governors Work Session 

2:00 PM ð 3:30 PM Spanish Oak 2nd Vice District Governors Work Session 

4:00 PM ð 6:00 PM Spanish Oak State Alert Committee Meeting 

4:30 PM ð 6:00 PM Cypress Past District Governors Training 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2012  

6:45 AM Texas Lions Camp Texas Lions Camp Breakfast 

8:30 AMð 11:00 AM Texas Lions Camp Texas Lions Camp Committee Meetings 

11:30 AM Rails Luncheon for PID Joe Preston  

1:30 PM Texas Lions Camp Texas Lions Camp Board of Directors General Session 

3:30 PM ð 5:30 PM Guadalupe Council of Governors Work Session 

7:00 PM Live Oak/Cypress Past District Governors Banquet  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2011  

9:00 AM Boone/Crockett Texas Eyeglass Recycling Meeting 
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Past District Governors of Texas Lions, Council of Governors, 1st, and  2nd Vice District Governors, Texas Lions 

Camp Directors, Committee Members, and other  Lions and guests. 

Fellowship Banquet hosted by the Past District Governors of Texas Lions  

Saturday, February 4, 2012 - 7:00 PM 

YO Ranch Resort, Kerrville, Texas 

Business Attire, please. 

 

TICKETS  

Pre registration is $30 per person before February 2, 2012. Please help us  with planning these meals by ordering 

your tickets as soon as possible. If cancellation becomes necessary, notify Secretary C. Lee  Smith before February 

2, 2012 to receive a refund. Tickets purchased in Kerrville will be $35.00. No tickets will be sold after 12:00 Noon, 

February 2, 2012. 

 

TO PRE-ORDER  BANQUET TICKETS  

 

PCC C. Lee Smith 

Secretary/Treasurer,  

 P.O. Box 1717 

 Clyde, TX  79510 

Enclosed is my check for $______________for ____________tickets @ $30.00 

each for the Past District Governors Banquet on Saturday, February 4, 2012 at 7:00  

PM. Please make check payable to the Past District Governors of Texas Lions.  

 

CHECK HERE FOR PICK UP IN KERRVILLE    ______  

FOR MAILING PLEASE ENCLOSE A SELF ADDRESSED, STAMPED ENVELOPE  

 

Please Indicate:  PDG_____ District Governor _____Vice District Governors______ 

Lion_____ Other Guests______. 

  

ALL  LIONS ARE WELCOME TO THIS BANQUET! 

Past district Governors of Texas  

Lions Fellowship Banquet  

Guest Speaker  

Past International Director Joe Preston  



Luncheon in honor of Lion Joseph Preston,  

Past International Director  

Hosted By Council Chair Barron Cagle  
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District Governors, 1st Vice District Governors, 2nd Vice District Governors, and International 

Family: 
  

PID Joe Preston (see attached biography) will be present at our Council of Governors Meeting on February 

3, 2012. Council Chair Barron would like to invite you to attend a luncheon in his honor on Saturday, 

February 4, 2012, at 11:30 a.m., at The òOld Houseó of Beitel Events Hall at Rails, 615 Schreiner Street 

North .  

 

Luncheon will Include  

 

Salad of Fresh Greens with Feta Vinaigrette 

  

Grilled Pork Loin with a cranberry port demi-glace 

Red-skinned Mashed Potatoes 

  

Petite Green Beans 

Rosemary Wheat Bread  

  

Cinnamon Peach Cobbler 

  

 Iced Tea 

Starbuckõs Coffee 

Water 

 . 
 

The cost will be $20.00 per person. To confirm your reservation, please send your check to the MD-2 State 

Office (payable to MD-2 State Office) no later than January 23, 2012.  

  

Sandy Merritt 

State Office Administrator 

Lions Clubs International MD-2 ( Texas ) 

P.O. Box 294509 

Kerrville, Texas 78029 

lionsstateoffice@md2lions.org 

Office - 830-257-6557 Å Fax - 830-896-5755 

Reminder ð please let me know as soon as possible ð checks need to be in the State Office by Monday, 

January 23. Thank you 

mailto:lionsstateoffice@md2lions.org
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Introdu CING  L ION  JOSEPH  PRESTON , 

Past international director  

Joseph "Joe" Preston, of Dewey, Arizona, USA, was elected to serve a two-year term as a director of The In-

ternational Association of Lions Clubs at the association's 79th International Convention, held in Montreal, 

Quebec, Canada, July 9-12, 1996. 

 

Past Director Pre- ston is a fleet sales 

manager. A mem- ber of the Bradshaw 

Mountain Lions Club, Past Director 

Preston has been a Lion since 1974. He 

has held many of- fices within the asso-

ciation, including club President, Zone 

Chairperson, Dep- uty District Governor, 

District Governor and Council Chairper-

son.  

 

In addition, Past Director Preston has 

served as Leader- ship Chairperson, 

Train-the-Trainer and MERL coordina-

tor for his Multiple District. He also served 

as chairperson of the 1994 International 

Convention in Phoenix, Arizona, and 

the 2003 USA/ Canada Lions Leader-

ship Forum in Port- land, Oregon; as Na-

tional and Multina- tional coordinator for 

Campaign Sight First II where he ex-

ceeded his goals. 

 

In recognition of his service to the associa-

tion, Past Director Preston has received 

numerous awards, including the 100% 

Club President Award, the 100% Dis-

trict Governor Award, a Key Member Award, a Medal of Merit, numerous International President's Certifi-

cates of Appreciation, six International President's Awards and an Ambassador of Good Will Award, the 

highest honor granted by the association to its members. He is also a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow. 

 

In addition to his Lion activities, Past Director Preston has served on the board of Directors and as President 

for United Way of Yavapai County and was a board member of the Lions Foundation of Arizona. 

 

Past Director Preston and his wife, Joni, also a Lion and Melvin Jones Fellow,  are the parents of two Sons, 

one Daughter and the Grandparents of five. 

 

Welcome to Texas Multiple District 2, PID Preston. 



Lions of Texas MD-2 News Page 12 

Twelfth Annual Texas Leadership Forum and  

Lions Club International Regional Leadership Institute  

The following page must be filled out for registration to be completed. 



Volume 2, Issue 2 Page 13 

Each Registrant Must Select Six Sessions 

Leadership and learning are 

indispensable to each other. 

- John F. Kennedy  

Twelfth Annual Texas Leadership forum and  

Lions Club International Regional Leadership Institute  

Lions of  District 2-A2 TEAM News 
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Golfing, Helping Kids at TLC, What Could Be Better?  
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Texas Md -2 State  Lions Convention 2012  



Volume 2, Issue 2 Page 16 

2011 Peace Poster Contest  
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District 2 -A2  Proudly Marches in  

the San Antonio Veterans Day Parade  

Many, Many thanks to each of the participating Lions 

Club Members for making this year's Veterans Day 

Parade something that all of District 2-A2 can be very 

proud of. 

HUGE Thanks to Lion President Steve Mays and the 

Guys and Gals of the La Vernia Lions that made such 

a wonderful contribution by customizing and 

decorating their Club Float to accommodate the 

twenty Lion Veterans and family members that rode 

the route and waved to all the onlookers.  With the 

Lions vests and the American Flags it was a 

wonderful sight and a great representation of our 

organization.  

Thanks to those terrific OLLU Lions that pedaled the 

PETs the entire length of the parade and the Founders 

Lions for providing our Lion Mascot to entertain 

everyone.  And thanks to the other thirty plus Lions 

who walked and carried our International Logo.  

Thanks to Lion Rosemary Paletta and the West Side 

Lions for taking care of the bulk of the picnic needs 

and to all who contributed the delicious food and 

dessert items.  (That goes for you, Lion Alice, and 

(Continued on page 18) 



your team from 1st Ladies and you, Lion Remy, and 

your team from North SA Hills).  

And thanks to Lion Sid Martin and 1st VDG Richard 

for shuttling everybody from our picnic area to the 

Float starting point.  

It was a beautiful day to come together and our 

count came to a total of 58 individuals representing 

twelve different Clubs.  

Thank you all for the wonderful spirit that you 

brought to this event.  It's really great to already 

hear talk of next year's parade.  But maybe there are 

other opportunities to show our community this 

tremendous Lion Spirit??  We're always ready.  

As Lion LaJuana loves to say:   ROARS to you all! 

  

Lion Sam Pantusa  

District 2-A2  

(Continued from page 17) 

District 2 -A2  Marches in  San Antonio Veterans Day Parade  
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Melvin Jones was born on January 13, 1879 in Fort 

Thomas, Arizona, the son of a United States Army 

captain who commanded a troop of scouts. Later, his 

father was transferred and the family moved east. As a 

young man, Melvin Jones made his home in Chicago, 

Illinois, became associated with an insurance firm and 

in 1913 formed his own agency. 

He soon joined the Business Circle, a businessmen's 

luncheon group, and was shortly elected secretary. 

This group was one of many at that time devoted 

solely to promoting the financial interests of their 

membership. Because of their limited appeal, they 

were destined to disappear. Melvin Jones, then a 38-

year-old Chicago business leader, had other plans. 

"What if these men," he asked, "who are successful 

because of their drive, intelligence and ambition, were 

to put their talents to work improving their 

communities?" Thus, at his invitation, delegates from 

men's clubs met in Chicago to lay the groundwork for 

such an organization and on June 7, 1917, Lions Clubs 

International was born. 

Melvin Jones eventually abandoned his insurance 

agency to devote himself full time to Lions at 

International Headquarters in Chicago. It was under 

his dynamic leadership that Lions clubs earned the 

prestige necessary to attract civic-minded members. 

The association's founder was also recognized as a 

leader by those outside the association. One of his 

greatest honors was in 1945 when he represented Lions 

Clubs International as a consultant in San Francisco, 

California, at the organization of the United Nations. 

Melvin Jones, the man whose personal code ð "You 

can't get very far until you start doing something for 

somebody else" ð became a guiding principle for 

public-spirited people the world over, died June 1, 

1961 at 82 years of age. 

The Birthday of our founder, Melvin Jones  

January 2  

Feeding the Hungry Global Service Action Campaign 

Glaucoma Awareness Month 
January 1:New Peace Poster Kits available through 
Club Supplies Sales 
 
January 9-13: LCIF Week 

 
January 13:Melvin Jonesõ birthday 
 
January 15:Deadline for districts to submit a single 
Lions Environmental Photo Contest entry to the 
Multiple District  
 
January 24-28:Executive Committee Week Meetings 
(Oak Brook, Illinois, USA)  

Do you have a submission for the MD-2 News?  

Deadline is the 21st of each month. Send them to 

dvanwinkle@stx.rr.com or, you can notify me if 

you post them on a Social Media site, or you can 

snail-mail them to me at: 

Lion Wendy Van Winkle  

106 Espuela Drive  

Del Rio, 

TX 78840 

           

 CONNECT WITH  US ONLINE  
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